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Date for the Diary  
September 22nd 2012 - ECA Concert with Exquire 

 

From the Chairman 
It is that time of the year when our younger members are sitting exams that will, to a large extent, 
determine their future. On behalf of the Management Committee and our older members I should like 
to wish you every success if you are one of these students   Please let us know to which University or 
College you are heading in the autumn, especially if you are taking up an organ or choral scholarship, 
or following a music degree, so we can celebrate your success.   
 

Annual General Meeting 

Members are advised that the Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday 9th July at 
11.00 a.m. in the Crypt. Attached is the formal Notice and Agenda together with a form for the 
nomination of Committee Officers and Representatives. 
 
Last year we were fortunate that several members came forward to join the committee. However, this 
does not mean we have a sustainable organisation structure and would welcome a couple of younger 
folk, preferably another ex-Chorister and another ex-Abbey Girl Chorister, to join the management 
committee in order to ensure we have succession in the future. Ideally these members would be in 
the age group 25-40 (ish) and live in or near to St Albans, but this is not critical as meetings are few, 
and the current committee works and communicates almost entirely by email. 
 
Our current Honorary Secretary, Bob Staten, has decided to step down so the position will be vacant. 
We hope a member will come forward and/or be nominated to replace Bob. 
 
Members will recall that in the last issue of Alban Notes we asked for YOUR help in taking our 
Association forward in a way that members wished, and asked for suggestions for events and 
activities you would like to see or take part in, musical and social? There were only three responses 
which was a bit disappointing. 
 

Please remember, the future success of the ECA depends on YOU! 
 

Choir News 
 

 

The Abbey Girls Choir has been busy 
again. They sang a Service of Choral 
Evensong in the famous St. George’s 
Chapel, Windsor then on the May 
Bank Holiday Monday they treated 
visitors to the Cathedral to a ‘free’ 
concert of music by Schubert, Brahms, 
Mendelssohn and Leighton as well as 
music from the 13th century and even 
arrangements of famous classics by 
Jerome Kern and Henry Mancini.  
 
The choir was accompanied on the 
organ by Peter Holder, Organ Scholar 
at the Cathedral, who also played 
some popular organ solos. The 
concert raised over £1,000 for the 
Abbey Girls Choir funds. 

 



The Cathedral Choir will be touring Sweden at the end of May. Highlights of their tour include 
concerts in St Jacob's Church, Stockholm on 28th May, and the Church of Our Lady, Enköping on 31st 
May and services in Stockholm Cathedral on Sunday 29 May.  
 

From the sublime to the..... sublime (or from Rutter to Rock!) 
 

BEST BUY!! The Cathedral Choirs’ new release 

John Rutter CBE at the launch of the new CD 

Gloria Magnificat Te Deum 
John Rutter 

 
The Cathedral Choir and Abbey Girls Choir 
with soprano soloist Elizabeth Cragg, 
instrumentalists Ensemble DeChorum, 
organist Tom Winpenny, conducted by 
Andrew Lucas, made a recording in the 
Cathedral last July for the budget priced 
label Naxos, which is now the world's 
leading classical music recording company. 
The Fraternity of the Friends and the 
Cathedral Music Trust, Borras Construction 
and lay clerk Neil Baker provided essential 
financial sponsorship to enable this to 
happen. 
 

 

NEW ALBUM – The ZOMBIES 
 
Remember last year’s ECA concert with ex-chorister Rod Argent 
reminiscing about his time in the Cathedral Choir and the very 
loud rendition of his 1962 No.1 hit song “She’s not there!”  
 
Now, nearly 50 years on, Rod’s band, The Zombies has just 
released a new album entitled “Breathe Out Breathe In” which 
has received great worldwide reviews. 
 
Definitely worth a listen at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ydZQT_wSMMg&feature=related  
 

Membership 

We welcome the following as new members: Oliver Matthews (Treble), Wesley Chard (Treble) and 
Roger Turner (Ex-Lay Clerk) now residing in Uganda. 
 

A number of ex-Deputy Lay Clerks who did not respond to our request for email addresses have 
now been removed from the mailing lists. They will remain on the database for inclusion in the 
biennial year book. 
 

The Federation of Cathedral Old Choristers’ Associations (FCOCA) 
The annual full colour magazine of the Federation, “Once a Chorister” is now available from the 
Chairman, price £3. This year’s edition includes a two-page spread featuring the Cathedral and the 
Abbey Girls Choirs. 
 

A brief tribute to a former Lay Clerk 

 

Michael Bigg B. Mus. FRCO 
35 years ago in February 1976 Decani Alto 
Michael Bigg died after a short illness. Mike, 
as he was known to us lay clerks (see photo – 
middle row, second from the left) taught music 
at Berkhamsted School and sang in the 
Cathedral Choir from 1969 until 1976. 
Mike was one of the soloists on the record of 
Maurice Greene’s music released in 1976. 
 
A tree was planted in the cathedral church 
yard by the family in Mike’s memory. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ydZQT_wSMMg&feature=related
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/music/reviews/album-the-zombies-breathe-out-breathe-in-absolute--universal-2280753.html?action=Popup

