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Dates for your diary!
7TH JULY 2012 - ECA Biennial Reunion
22"d SEPTEMBER 2012 — 2"d ECA Concert

Register NOW to sing with FUXquire - See below

Born and educated in St Albans, Laura Hicks was a chorister at St Albans
Abbey from 1996 until 2003, as well as attending Junior Guildhall as a singer
and flautist. Whilst studying Physics and Chemistry at Durham University she
sang with many of the chapel choirs and also the University Chamber Choir,
Durham Cathedral Consort and the Rodolfus Choir. Having graduated with a
first class degree she is now teaching science, alongside maintaining her love of
music by singing with many church choirs in London, and has appeared with
chamber choirs including Philharmonia Voices, Surrey Voices and Mosaic at
venues around the South-East including the Festival Hall, St Albans Abbey and
many others.

Bob Staten stepped down as Honorary Secretary at the AGM and our thanks go to him for his service.
Sadly the position is still vacant. If you can help us then step forward and contact the Chairman.

Cathedral Choir News

Lay clerks David Martin-Smith (tenor) and Ken Burgess (baritone) have completed 25 years excellent
service with the Cathedral Choir. David or “DMS”, as he is known, currently holds the Ouseley Endowment
(established in 1999) and Ken the Alban 2000 Endowment (established in 2001).

David Martin-Smith (L) and Ken Burgess (R)



Members’ News

We welcome the following as new members: James Leadbeater (Head Chorister), Joseph Elbourn
(Deputy Head Chorister), Daniel Collins and from the Abbey Girls Choir; Sarah Young (Head
Chorister), Jessica Price, Maisie James and Daisy Daniell.

It is always pleasing to convey good news and we send our congratulations to former Abbey Girls
Chorister and ECA committee member Libby Godlee who has graduated from Durham University with a
BA Hons. in Anthropology. During her time at Durham she was an active member of the Hatfield College
Chapel Choir. Libby is moving to Hughes Hall, Cambridge in the autumn to pursue a PGCE and will be
singing in Clare College Chapel Choir.

Claire Innes-Hopkins

Girls Chorister on her appointment as
Assistant  Organist at  Lincoln
Cathedral

Congratulations also to former Abbey ‘ 5

=
Claire previously spent two very L‘
successful and enjoyable years as |
Organ Scholar at Peterborough
Cathedral, then moved on to Oxford
where she was Tutor to Choristers at
Magdalen College School, and
Associate Organist at the College.

The ‘A’ levels are done and now some of our Abbey Singers are off to start one of the most exciting and
important phases of their lives — University! Our congratulations go to: Ally Jennings — studying Music at
Birmingham; John (JJ) Dean — reading classics at Merton College, Oxford; Chris Howarth — reading
classics at Trinity College Cambridge; Peter Redmayne — reading Modern Languages at Durham; Hugo
Beardsall - reading Geography at Sheffield, Will Berrington — reading Zoology at Manchester; Finley
Matheson — pursuing Sports Science at Loughborough and Gregor Mcquade — reading Physics.

Helen Charlston

_— From 2001 — 2007 Helen was a chorister and subsequently Head Chorister of
the St Albans Abbey Girls Choir. In this time she appeared on numerous CD
recordings, including the CD ‘Pelerinage’, singing That Yongé Child from
Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony of Carols.

Occasionally she has sung at the Cathedral as an invited Alto Lay Clerk, and as
a member of Exquire (the Ex-choristers Association Choir) and the Abbey
Singers. She also sings with the Rodolfus Choir and Hertfordshire County
Youth Choir and receives singing tuition from Louise Hemmings.

Since Feb 2010, she has assisted the direction of the music at St Nicholas
Parish Church, Harpenden including training the girl and boy choristers.

In October, Helen will commence her three year degree course studying music at Trinity College
Cambridge, with a Choral Scholarship. Helen also plays the violin and piano and very occasionally can
be heard playing the recorder in local performances of a Brandenburg Concerto.

Exquire (The ECA Choir) in concert

Members will recall that in 2010 we held our first major concert in the Abbey. The Dean and the Master
of the Music have very kindly agreed that we can hold another concert on 22" September 2012. The
Abbey Girls Choir and Abbey Singers (who are ECA members) will participate in the concert which will
be conducted by Founder Member, David Ireson, with Tom Winpenny playing the organ. There will also
be other invited guest performers. The programme is currently being devised but will contain works that

are well known and very singable!! If you would like to sing with Exqujre please register your
interest NOW by emailing the Chairman at malcolmgb@btinternet.com
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